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UTAH SYMPHONY | UTAH OPERA 

FULL BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 27, 2024 

MINUTES 

Attended in person: Steven Brosvik, John D’Arcy, Barry Eden, Jason Englund, Brian Greeff, Stephen 

Tanner Irish, Annette Jarvis, Abbie Magrane, Dinesh Patel, Claudia Restrepo (musician), Pat Richards, 

Barb Scowcroft (musician), Stan Sorensen, Tom Thatcher, David Utrilla, Kim Wilson, and Henry Wurts 

attended from the Elected, Ex-officio, and Lifetime Boards. 

Attended via videoconference: George Cardon-Bystry, David Dee, Brandon Fugal, Kem Gardner, 

Dennis Hranitzky, Tom Love, Dave Petersen, Miguel Rovira, Shane Stowell, Jim Tozer, Jean Vaniman 

(Onstage Ogden), Kelly Ward, Don Willie, and Thomas Wright. 

Elected and Lifetime Board members not available to participate: William Bailey, Austin Bankhead, 

Stewart Barlow, Judy Billings, Gary Crocker, Luz Escamilla, Theresa Foxley, Julie Aiken Hansen, Dan 

Hemmert, Jon Huntsman Jr., Tom Jacobson, Frank Joklik, Clark Jones, Judy Moreton, David Mortensen, 

Scott Parker, Frank Pignanelli, Gary Porter, Shar Quinney, Joanne Shiebler, Harris Simmons, and David 

Winder. 

Guests and USUO staff members present in person or via videoconference: David Green,             

Steve Hogan, Meredith Kimball Laing, Ben Kipp, Christopher McBeth, Garrett Murphy, Leslie Peterson, 

Alexander Purdy, Katie Swainston, Toby Tolokan, and Gregory Walz.  Julie McBeth was present to 

facilitate the technology and record the minutes. 

I. Welcome and Consent Agenda:  Board of Trustees Chair Brian Greeff welcomed the meeting 

participants. Mr. Greeff asked if there were any questions about or recommended changes to the Consent 

Agenda. Upon a motion duly made and seconded the Consent Agenda, which consisted of the draft 

minutes from the December 5, 2023 Special Board Meeting, the Audience Development Metrics 

Dashboard report, and the Private Contributions Growth Metrics report, was adopted by unanimous vote.  

II. Approval of Fiscal Year 2023 Audit: Audit Committee Chair John D’Arcy relayed that the Audit 

Committee had met with the auditors and that no issues came up during the process. He introduced 

Tanner Company representatives Todd McKinnon and Jeremy Hickman. Mr. McKinnon reported that he 

and his associates completed and issued a clean opinion on the audited financial statements prepared by 

the organization for the year ended August 31, 2023. He noted that Tanner LLC was independent from 

the organization and did not encounter any difficulties working with the USUO finance team or the Audit 

Committee, whose members they found to be thoughtful and diligent.  

Mr. D’Arcy reported that the Audit Committee had met with management and with Tanner Company 

representatives to review the financials in detail and shared the recommendation of the committee that the 

board approve the audited financials for the Fiscal Year ended August 31, 2023. Upon a motion duly 

made and seconded, the Board of Trustees voted to adopt the following. 

RESOLVED, that the proposed audited financial statements for the fiscal year ended 

August 31, 2023 be approved for issuance. 

III. Finance Committee update: USUO VP of Finance and CFO Steve Hogan highlighted changes to 

the FY24 projection report included in the meeting materials, noting that the finance committee had 

finished releasing the cash reserve as authorized by the board. He summarized the Cash Flow Projection 

and potential sources for liquidity included in the meeting materials. 
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IV. Retreat follow-up: Mr. Greeff shared that he felt the energy and conviction of all who participated 

in the January 8 board retreat had been enlightening and inspiring. Board member Shane Stowell 

facilitated additional follow-up discussion which included interest in finding a mechanism for activating 

member commitment between meetings and developing board-specific goals and strategies. 

Mr. Brosvik talked through the information in the slide deck attached to these minutes which provided 

comparative industry statistics and an overview of the comprehensive campaign. The board members 

asked questions throughout the presentation and expressed a deeper understanding of the efficiency of the 

organization in creating such high-quality experiences for audiences. Suggestions were made for finding 

ways to effectively communicate this concept with donors, perhaps a summary of inferences drawn from 

the comparative data underwritten and credentialed by members of the Board. 

V. Other Business / Executive Session: VP of Development Leslie Peterson introduced Calli Forsyth, 

who had recently joined USUO as Assistant Director of Institutional Giving. Mr. Greeff asked if there 

was any additional business to bring before the Board or a request to break into an executive session. 

There being none, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30pm. 

Minutes Recorded By: Minutes Approved By: 

Julie McBeth Board vote at May 20, 2024 meeting 
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